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MusIQ Club Level 6
Keyboard Shortcuts for Circle of Fifths

The following is a "shortcut" to help you remember the order of the 
Circle of Fifths, so that you can remember which key signatures have 

a certain number of sharps or flats, and name them quickly.

If, rather than going up in 5ths continually you go up a 5th down a 4th, 
up a 5th down a 4th, you land on the same notes but within about an octave, 

making it easier to visualize. 

The first line is to help you remember the names of the sharp key signatures.

To start, play Middle C with your LH finger 2, and G with your RH finger 2. 
Alternate back and forth, moving each finger up a whole tone each time so that the 

distance between them remains a Perfect 5th. 
Say the numbers written above the notes out loud as you go:

None        One           Two          Three              Four        Five             Six          Seven

LH 2
RH 2

LH 2
RH 2

None        One           Two        Three              Four          Five           Six           Seven

RH 2
LH 2

RH 2
LH 2

This line will help you remember the names of the flat key signatures.

How To Use It:
To name a given key signature: If you are given a key signature, for example the one with 3 sharps, 

go up the sharps shortcut until you get to 3. The note for 3 is A, so A major has 3 sharps.
To write the key signature for a given key: If you are given a key, for example Ab Major, and need

to figure out the key signature, go down through the flats shortcut until you get to Ab. The number
for Ab is 4, so there are 4 flats in the key signature. You would then use the Order of Flats (coming soon!)

to determine which 4 flats to write.


