
MusIQ Club Level 5 
History Assignment 

 

Historical Periods 
Historical study often focuses on events and developments that occur in particular blocks of 
time. Historians give these periods of time names in order to organise their ideas and study 
patterns in human activity. Musicologists have divided the history of music into five periods, 
which reflect broad changes in the way music was written, performed, and heard. These 
periods are the Baroque Period, the Classical Period, the Romantic Period, the Impressionist 
Period, and the Modern Period. Although these periods overlap, and can be divided into even 
smaller periods, they represent the history of music that we will be studying in our class.  
 

The Romantic Period 
Romantic music refers to a particular period in European music history, from about 1815 to 
1910. The period of Romantic music includes compositions by Beethoven, Brahms, Chopin, 
Mendelssohn, Schubert, and Schumann, to name a few of the most famous in Central Europe. 
Tchaikovsky, Mussorgsky, and Rimsky-Korsakov were some of their Russian counterparts. 
 
The Romantic Period happened at the same time as the Industrial Revolution and many 
people moved from the country into the city where there were new jobs in factories and 
working with heavy machinery. While the nobility owned the countryside, and the peasants 
worked the countryside, a new middle class arose around these new jobs in the city.   
 
We can describe Romantic music through comparing it with the music which preceded it; 
Classical music. Music in the Classical Period was primarily written for kings and nobility who 
employed composers during that time. The music was written according to certain rules, 
rather than as a means of personal expression. The Classical style emphasised order and 
reason, clearer divisions between parts, brighter contrasts and colors, and simplicity rather 
than complexity. Romantic music struggled to increase emotional expression and power to 
describe deeper truths, while preserving or extending the formal structures of the Classical 
Period. Romantic composers worked for themselves, and counted on sales of their music and 
tickets to their public concerts to make a living. The concept of ‘Program Music’ became very 
popular among Romantic Composers. This type of music painted a picture for the listener’s 
imagination, and was often based on a story, picture, or place.  
 
Composers were seen as creative artists rather than employees of the courts, and they wrote 
music to help their listeners escape the confines of the noisy, overcrowded cities and imagine 



exotic countries they had never been to, or to remind them of the homes they had left 
behind. These trends are called exoticism and nationalism. Exoticism in music involves 
melodies, rhythms, or instrumentations that evoke images of far-off lands. Nationalism in 
music refers to the use of musical traditions that are identified with a specific country. Carmen 
is a famous opera set in Spain by the French composer Georges Bizet, who had never been to 
Spain. It is a great example of exoticism. The Polonaises by Chopin were nationalist piano 
pieces inspired by his home country of Poland, and The Moldau by Smetana was a nationalist 
symphonic work named after a river from his country of Czechoslovakia. Many Russian 
composers sought to create a Russian style based on their country’s own folk music. 
Nationalism was a reaction against the German influences that dominated European music, 
by composers of other countries. 
 
Franz Liszt (1811-1886) 
Franz Liszt, born in Hungary, was famous for his piano playing abilities. He is said to have 
been the most technically advanced pianist, and maybe even the greatest pianist in history. 
He gave concerts throughout Europe, and was treated like a rock star. Women fought over his 
gloves and handkerchiefs as souvenirs, and fainted when he came on stage, fascinated by his 
playing but also his personality and stage presence. His reputation was increased by the fact 
that he gave benefit concerts for various charities, and donated much of his money to 
hospitals, churches, and schools.  
 
In addition to his success as a performer, he was also a great composer, writing a huge 
number of pieces. Some of his later works led the transition into 20th century trends in writing, 
but the majority of his work falls into the Romantic category. It is virtuosic, demanding 
technical skill and a great range of emotion.  
 
La Campanella (meaning, “little bell”) is the third of six Grand Paganini Etudes written by Liszt. 
Liszt was a great fan of the violinist Paganini, and borrowed several of his tunes, such as this 
one from Paganini’s Violin Concerto No. 2. Etude is the French word for “study” and this piece 
challenges the pianist to play notes up to three octaves apart as fast sixteenth notes. It is 
typical of the period with its emphasis on technical virtuosity, and as a piece of program 
music, making the piano sound like a little bell. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MusIQ Club Level 5 Assessment 
History Assignment 

 
What are the 5 main periods in music history? ____________________________________ 
       ____________________________________ 
       ____________________________________ 
       ____________________________________ 
       ____________________________________ 
 
What are the approximate dates of the Romantic Period?  ______________________________ 
 
List 3 characteristics or trends of Romantic music: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name 4 important composers from this period:  ____________________________________ 
       ____________________________________ 
       ____________________________________ 
       ____________________________________ 
 
Name a composition that is an example of exoticism:  ______________________________ 
 
Name a composition that is an example of nationalism: ______________________________ 
 
Where was Franz Liszt born? ______________________________________________________ 
 
List 2 things about his life and music that you found interesting:  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

What does La Campanella mean in English? __________________________________________ 
 
How is La Campanella typical of Liszt’s Romantic compositions? ________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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