
 
Johann Strauss Jr. 

 

 
(1825-1899) 
 
Johann Strauss Jr. was an Austrian composer born in Vienna. His father was Johan Strauss Sr, 
and he was a very famous musician. However, it was his mother that encouraged him to go 
into music. At the age of 19, Johann Jr. started his own orchestra and conducted his first 
public concert. Soon people started to realize that Johann Jr was even better than his father! 
 
He toured extensively with his orchestra around Austria, Poland, and Germany, and even into 
Russia, Britain, and the United States. Everywhere that he went he wrote pieces dedictaed to 
the places he visited. He became so busy with concerts and composing that he encouraged 
his brothers, who were also musicians and composers, to help him out and they formed a 
family business of touring, conducting, and composing.  
 
Strauss was married 3 times. The first 2 ended in divorce for various reasons. His 3rd marriage 
made him very happy, and he wrote a lot of wonderful music during those years. 
 
Johann Jr. wrote mostly waltzes and marches, and earned the nickname “the waltz king.” He is 
credited with revolutionizing the waltz, changing it from a dance for peasants to one that 
could be heard in royal courts.  In Vienna, incredible ball rooms that held 6000 people were 
built for people to waltz in. 
 
His most famous waltz is “The Blue Danube.”  It was written in 1867, and it was first performed 
by a choir, with words by a local poet. It was not very popular, so Strauss rewrote it for 
orchestra, to be performed at the World Fair in Paris that same year. It was an enormous 
success, and remains popular today. This waltz is named after a famous river in Europe. When 
the river froze in the winter, people would put on their ice skates and skate on it. Sometimes 
musicians would stand beside the river and perform music for the skaters to dance to. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 

Anton Dvorak 

 

 
(1841-1904) 
 
Anton Dvorak was a Czech composer. When he was still a young boy his parents recognized 
his musical talent and sent him to music school at the age of 6. He learned to play the violin 
and the viola, and got a job playing in the orchestra through his 20s. He was also teaching 
music lessons, and found he did not have a lot of free time, so he quite his orchestra job so 
that he could have more time to compose.  
 
During this time he fell in love with one of his students, and was heartbroken when she 
married another man. Dvorak married her sister though in 1873, and they had nine children 
together.  
 
Around this time Dvorak started to become well known as a composer, and his music was 
being performed not only in the Czech Republic but also in London, and also widely 
published.  
 
In 1892, when he was 51 years old, he received an invitation to come be the director of the 
National Conservatory of Music in New York City, and be paid 20 times more than he was 
making at home. Dvorak was interested in the Native American and African American 
melodies he heard in the US. Upon his arrival in America he said, “I am convinced that the 
future music of this country must be founded on what are called Negro melodies. These can 
be the foundation of a serious and original school of composition, to be developed in the 
United States. These beautiful and varied themes are the product of the soil. They are the folk 
songs of America and your composers must turn to them.”  
 
During his first winter in the United States he wrote his most popular work, Symphony No. 9 
“From the New World”. Dvorak was immensely homesick, and returned home in 1895. 
  

 


