
The Beatles 
 
The Beatles were an English rock music group from Liverpool whose members 
were John Lennon, Paul McCartney, George Harrison, and Ringo Starr. They are 
one of the most commercially successful and critically acclaimed bands in the 
history of popular music. 
 
In 2004, Rolling Stone magazine ranked The Beatles #1 on its list of 100 
Greatest Artists of All Time. According to that same magazine, their innovative 
music and cultural impact helped define the 1960s, and their influence on pop 
culture can still be felt today. 
 
The Beatles led the mid-1960s musical "British Invasion" into the United States.  
Their clothes, styles, and statements made them trend-setters, while their 
growing social awareness saw their influence extend into the social and 
cultural revolutions of the 1960s. Many people today still see them as the "best 
band there ever was." 
 
John Lennon has said: "It was Elvis who really got me buying records. I thought 
that early stuff of his was great. ... It was Elvis who got me hooked on beat 
music." He also commented: "Nothing really affected me until I heard Elvis. If 
there hadn't been an Elvis, there wouldn't have been a Beatles." 
 
The Beatles continued to absorb influences long after their initial success, 
often finding new musical and lyrical avenues by listening to their 
contemporaries.  
 
Along with studio tricks such as sound effects, unconventional microphone 
placements, tape loops, double tracking and vari-speed recording, The Beatles 
began to augment their recordings with instruments that were 
unconventional for rock music at the time. These included string and brass 
ensembles as well as Indian instruments such as the sitar. 
 
The Beatles' constant demands to create new sounds on every new recording, 
combined with George Martin's arranging abilities and the studio expertise of 
EMI staff engineers all played significant parts in the innovative sounds of the 
albums Rubber Soul (1965), Revolver (1966) and Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts 
Club Band (1967). 
 
In the middle of the 1960s the Beatles began filming promotional music videos 
for their songs, which they sent to television networks, instead of appearing in 
person. The use of these videos started the (now common) practice of 
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releasing a music video to accompany singles. 
 
During the Beatles' recording career from 1962 to 1970, they recorded 214 
songs. One was Let It Be, the title track from their last album. written by Paul 
McCartney which describes when the Beatles were going through very 
troubled times, and could barely stand to be in each others' company. Paul's 
message was to merely, let it be. 
  
In 1970, McCartney announced that he had left the Beatles, citing personal, 
business and musical differences. The band officially broke up shortly after 
that. 
 
The Beatles are the best-selling musical group of all time, estimated by EMI to 
have over one billion discs and tapes sold worldwide. The Beatles' influence on 
rock music and popular culture was—and remains—immense. Their 
commercial success started an almost immediate wave of changes—including 
a move from U.S. global dominance of rock and roll to UK acts, from soloists to 
groups, from professional songwriters to performer-written songs and to 
changes in fashion. 
 
Information taken from articles at www.wikipedia.com. 
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MusIQ Club Level 2 History Assignment – The Beatles 
 

Student Name: ____________________________ 
 
1. Name the four members of The Beatles:         /4 
 __________________________________ 
 __________________________________ 
 __________________________________ 
 __________________________________ 
 
2. Where were they from?            /1 
 ____________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Name 3 of their albums:            /3 
 __________________________________ 
 __________________________________ 
 __________________________________ 
 
4. List 3 ways they influenced pop culture and the music recording 
industry:                  /3 
 ____________________________________________________________ 
 ____________________________________________________________ 
 ____________________________________________________________ 
 
5. List 3 facts about the Beatles that you find interesting:      /3 
 ____________________________________________________________ 
 ____________________________________________________________ 
 ____________________________________________________________ 
 
6. List 2 Songs by the Beatles that you have listened to, who wrote 
each one, and what instruments you could hear in the recording:    /6 
 1. __________________________________________________________ 
 ____________________________________________________________ 
 ____________________________________________________________ 
 2. __________________________________________________________ 
 ____________________________________________________________ 
 ____________________________________________________________ 
              

    /20 


