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Today in Children’s Music Journey 

In today’s lesson Mr. Tchaikovsky told us a little bit  
more about how he came to be a composer and  
played us a piano piece he wrote about the month  
of January. He also told us why the piano’s full name  
is the pianoforte, and showed us how to play both  
softly and loudly by pressing the keys differently.  
Piano is the Italian word for soft, and is shown with  
a p sign. Forte is the Italian word for loud, and is  
shown with an f sign. These are in our new songs 
“Gentle Slope” and “Merry March.” The rhythms with  
the woodpecker are longer now, so you have to 
really pay attention! 

Practice Guidelines for Children 

• Review Lesson 42 with Mr. Tchaikovsky. 
• Miss Melody is all ready for you in the Practice Room with a piece by another of Mr. 

Bach’s sons. She is going to remind you how to play softly and loudly, and help with 
your new songs. She’ll also help you compose your own piece. 

• There are 3 games for you to play this week in the Games Room. 
• There are more songs with high Fs in them in the Library. Click on the computer and 

select “Songs with high F”. 
• Complete activity sheets 13A and 13B. 
• Mr. Tchaikovsky told us about his group of 12 pieces called Seasons, with one piece 

for each month of the year. What month is it right now? Can you think of one of your 
favorite things about this time of year (like going sliding or playing in the puddles) 
and make up a song in the Improvisation Room to go with it? Try using Piano and 
Forte sounds to make your song even more interesting. 
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