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Mr. Beethoven

1712-1773

Part I

 Mr. Beethoven was a real person that lived over 200 years ago. He was born in 1770 and died in 1827, 
when he was 57 years old. He was a composer, which means he wrote music for a living (as his job). 
Back then there was no electricity, no TV, no CD players, not even radios had been invented yet. So 
when people wanted to listen to music, they had to either play it themselves or find some musicians to 
play for them.  

Mr. Beethoven wrote music for every instrument that had been invented so far. He was a very famous 
composer when he was alive, and people loved to go to his concerts. Now, over 200 years ago he is 
more famous than ever, and people still go to concerts to hear his music be played.

Something very sad happened to Mr. Beethoven when he was still a young man – he started to lose his 
hearing. But amazingly, he was still able to compose beautiful music. Losing his hearing was of course 
very frustrating for Beethoven, and you can hear his anger and frustration in some of the last pieces 
that he wrote. 

Beethoven lived in Germany, which is a country in Europe. He never got married. 

Part II

Fur Elise means For Elise in German. Mr. Beethoven wrote this piece of music for one of his students 
named Elise. Isn’t that a great gift?



Part III

Today Miss Melody played us pieces by Mr. Haydn. Mr. Joseph Haydn also lived in Germany, and he was 
Mr. Beethoven’s piano teacher!  

Do you remember what the last one was called?  Why did Mr. Haydn want to surprise the audience? 

Mr. Haydn was famous for including jokes and surprises in his music. He worked for a very rich Prince 
who had a castle in Austria and a second home in London, England. It was Haydn’s job to write the mu-
sic for all the family’s balls (dances), parties, and concerts. One time he was tired of being in London and 
he wanted to go home to the castle in Austria, so he wrote what is called the Farewell Symphony. All the 
members of the orchestra had candles at their stands so they could read their music in the dark recital 
halls. Near the end of the piece, Haydn had written in the music for the musicians to stand up one by 
one, blow out their candles, and leave the stage with their instruments. There were only 2 violins left for 
the last few notes, and then they, too, blew out their candles and left the stage. The prince laughed at 
the funny way that Haydn had asked to go home, and said that they could leave tomorrow.

 



Mr. Bach 

1685-1750

Part I

Mr. Bach lived even before Mr. Beethoven and Mr. Haydn. He was born in the year 1685, and died in 
1750 at the age of 65. Mr. Bach was married twice (his first wife died while they were still young), and 
between the two wives he had 20 children! That is a LOT of kids in one house.

Mr. Bach also lived in Germany, and he was a famous performer and teacher. He worked for a church, 
and it was his job to write new music for every Sunday, wedding, and holiday. He also had to teach the 
music to the other musicians at the church and lead the concerts. He was a very busy man.

Part II

Mr. Bach told us about 2 instruments that he played a lot and that he wrote a lot of his music for: The 
pipe organ and the harpsichord.
Both had keyboards like our pianos today, but they worked very differently on the insides. A pipe organ 
makes music when wind blows through the pipes. It makes very loud music that keeps on going as 
long as you hold a note down on the keyboard. It was designed to be so loud so that its music would fill 
even the biggest of churches. 

Harpsichords make soft, tinkly sounds because they were made to be played in your living room. When 
a key is pressed on the keyboard of a harpsichord, a feather quill plucks the string inside the harpsi-
chord that goes with that key. Even if you keep on holding the key, the sound goes away very quickly, 
so it is impossible to hold a long holding note on a harpsichord. 



Mr. Joplin

1868-1917

Mr. Scott Joplin grew up in the United States about 100 years ago. When he was a little boy he wanted 
to learn how to play the piano, but his parents were very poor, and could not afford to buy a piano for 
him. So his mom had a great idea: she got a job cleaning houses for richer families. When she went 
to clean the houses she would take Scott with her so that he could practice on their pianos while she 
cleaned.

One day a very famous piano teacher heard Scott playing, and could tell that he was very talented. The 
teacher knew that the Joplin’s were poor, so he offered to teach Scott for free!

Mr. Joplin is famous for playing and composing Ragtime music. This was party dancing music that was 
played by ordinary people at their houses, not in castles for kings and queens like the Water Music by 
Handel that we heard today with Miss Melody. Many houses had pianos in them back then, so Mr. Jop-
lin wrote music for piano that people would want to dance to. Someone would sit down at the piano, 
and the rest of the people from grandparents on down to the babies would roll back the rag rugs and 
start dancing!



Miss. Mendelssohn 

1805-1847

Part I 

There are not a lot of women composers from long ago that are still famous today. This is because it 
was not considered “proper” for girls to go to school and get jobs or earn money. They were expected to 
stay home and learn how to do things like sew, clean, cook, and be polite. Most girls were taught to play 
music, especially piano, but they were only supposed to play for their families, or maybe when their 
parents had company. 

Fanny Mendelssohn’s family was different. Her parents were very rich and they encourage both Fanny 
and her brother Felix to learn as much as they could. The children had their own teacher that came to 
their house and taught only them. They learned how to speak many languages, play several instru-
ments, write stories and plays, paint pictures, and compose music. Fanny and Felix often played con-
certs for their parents’ friends on the week-ends. 

Part II

Nocturnes are songs for the night time, or Night Music. When you think about music for the night time, 
what do you think it should sound like? Fast or slow? Loud or soft? Smooth or jumpy and bumpy? Can 
you think of a good song that could be used as a nocturne? 

The Piano had just been invented shortly before Fanny and Felix were born, so they were lucky to be 
able to play this new instrument. Do you remember the pipe organ and the harpsichord that Mr. Bach 
told us about? Which one was really loud? Which one was soft and tinkly? 

The piano was invented in Italy, and it’s full name was the PIANOFORTE. Piano is the Italian word for 
soft, and Forte is the Italian word for loud. Musicians were excited about the new instrument called the 
pianoforte because for the first time there was a keyboard instrument that could play loud OR soft, de-
pending on how the keys were pressed down. Soon people started to just call it the piano for short.



Mr. Hector Villa Lobos

1887-1959

Mr. Villa Lobos lived from 1887-1959, which wasn’t that long ago. Your grandparents were probably 
already alive before he died. He lived in Brazil in South America. (Show some pictures from South 
America) 

Hector learned to play the guitar, the cello and the clarinet as a young boy. Mr. Villa Lobos decided to 
go on long trips into the Amazon jungles in his country to hear the music that was being played in the 
tribes there. 

When he went back to the city he started to write new compositions that included the old folk music 
he had heard on his trips in new ways. He was very influenced by the music of his country, and went on 
tours sharing the Brazilian music with the world. He once said about his music, “My music is natural, like 
a waterfall.”

When he came back from his tour he was put in charge of designing a music education system for the 
whole country. Every school in Brazil learned music through his program, which included lots of Brazil’s 
own rich folk music, and choir pieces that were arrangements of these folk songs. 

Mr. Villa Lobos was very patriotic, which means he loved his country and was very proud of it, and 
through his music he helped other Brazilians understand and be proud of the music of their country, 
too.


